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Abstract

This scholarly paper examines the spiritual revelations and mystical
teachings exposited by Syed Ali Hujveri in his seminal treatise, Kashf ul Mahjoob
(Revelation of the Veiled). Being one of the earliest systematic treatises on Sufism
written in the Persian language, this treatise codified Sufi practices and made it
easier to synthesize Shariah (Islamic law) with Tarigah (the spiritual path). This
critique critically analyzes Hujveri's view of divine love, asceticism, knowledge
(ma'rifah), and purification of the soul (tazkiyah al-nafs), and his efforts to correct
misinter pretations of Sufism. His balanced, holistic, and compassionate teachings
played a crucial role in guiding seekers of the truth on their spiritual paths without
sacrificing the essential precepts of Islam. The study includes some of the chosen
excerpts from the original Persian treatise as well as its Urdu translations of Kashf
ul Mahjoob to shed light on the important concepts and examines their applicability
in today's discourse. Lastly, this study attempts to unfold the inner path to self-
actualization and nearness to the Divine, as envisioned by one of the founder
figures in Islamic mysticism.
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Introduction

Syed Ali Hujveri, better known as Data Ganj Bakhsh, was one of the most
loved Sufi saints in Islamic tradition. He was born in the 11th century in Ghazni and
afterward made Lahore his abode; his spiritual legacy lives on mainly through his
seminal treatise, Kashf ul Mahjoob. The treatise is considered to be the very first
formal treatise in Persian on Sufism and a complete account of both theoretical and
practical aspects of Islamic mysticism. In this treatise, Hujveri writes about
theological disputes, narrates the lives and teachings of earlier Sufis, and provides
guidance to seekers of spiritual purification.

The value of Kashf ul Mahjoob lies in the synthesis of orthodox Islamic
teachings with the esoteric sciences of the soul. Hujveri asserts that one has to
pursue Shariah (law) and Tarigah (path) in order to reach God, eschewing ascetic
excesses as well as antinomianism. His spirituality is all-embracing, based on
divine love, knowledge of God (ma'rifah), and the development of moral integrity.
This article covers major themes of Kashf ul Mahjoob, observing how Hujveri’s

teachings are not only historically relevant but remains applicable to seekers today.

Syed Ali Hujveri: Background: Biography, Objectives

Syed Ali Hujveri was born around 1009 CE in Ghazni, a prominent city in
modern-day Afghanistan. Being a descendant of the Prophet Muhammad (PBUH)
in the line of Imam Hasan, he possessed deep knowledge of Islamic jurisprudence
and spiritual exercises. He was educated by illustrious scholars and Sufi masters of
the time, especially Abu'l Fazl Muhammad bin al-Hasan al-Khuttali, from whom he
learned both scholastic knowledge and spiritual insight.

He later moved to the Indian subcontinent and settled in Lahore. His

presence in this religiously multicultural and diverse area turned out to be a turning

18



Maarif-e Auliya [ ISSN: (2311-6552)}
Research Journal
Vol-2 Issue-2 (July-December, 2024) Published:
October 5, 2024

point. He was a bridge between South Asian religious society and Persianate
Islamic society, employing wisdom, compassion, and generosity of teachings to
draw Muslims and non-Muslims towards Islam.

The shrine in Lahore remains a major center of religious activity, reflecting
his continued influence. It was not just his miraculous deeds or spirituality that
drew followers but his rich scholarly perspectives and the message of universal love

manifest in his literary works.
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"The real spiritual guide is the one who goes through the
Shariah and directs the aspirant onto the same path."
— Kashf ul Mahjoob

The union of Shariah and Tasawwuf

One of the fundamental principles expounded by Syed Ali Hujveri in his
book, Kashf ul Mahjoob, is the synthesis of Shariah (Islamic law) and Tasawwuf
(Islamic mysticism) in harmony. In opposition to the misconception that Sufism
forgets about legal requirements, Hujveri suggests that the outer law is essential to
the inner journey. Mysticism for Hujveri is not a negation of legal systems but a
deep engagement with their spiritual nature.

He severely condemns those who stray from religious duties, justifying their
behavior on grounds of spiritual freedom. In contrast, he explains that genuine Sufis
are characterized by their initial devotion to adhering strictly to the teachings of
Islam, then cleansing their inner selves from worldly desires through spiritual
practices and remembrance of God (dhikr). Hujveri's emphasis on this equilibrium
helped make his teachings popular among both learned leaders and spiritual

seekers.
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(*"(Sufism is not in attire nor in speech, but in obedience to the

Shariah and the purification of intent.")
— Kashf ul Mahjoob

This equitable methodology represented a significant departure during an
era when numerous individuals were influenced by either stringent legalistic
interpretations or extreme ascetic practices. Hujveri’s doctrines affirmed that
Sufism could coexist with the principles of orthodox Islam while simultaneously

providing a deep spiritual journey.

Divine Love and Knowledge (Ma‘rifah)

Another basic concept in the teachings of Hujveri is the seeking of God's
love and ma'rifah—deep knowledge of God. He asserts that the final goal of the
spiritual journey is not the mere submission of God's will but that one seeks to gain
knowledge of Him and to be surrounded by His love. This knowledge is not
intellectual but experiential, achieved through sincerity, self-denial, and devotion.

Hujveri quotes Quranic ayahs and the hadiths of Prophet Muhammad to
illustrate how divine love transforms the human spirit. He explains that one who
believes in Allah cannot be preoccupied with worldly things because such divine

love requires one's complete dedication and surrender.

"_Cﬂguﬁ’fe)f’J‘)?,,‘bj}’;;ujz,_l,e-rrﬁ;/‘J.:,;’J,ﬁl"
(*"The condition of divine love is self-annihilation. One who does

not transcend the self cannot attain the knowledge of Truth.™)
— Kashf ul Mahjoob

Hujveri's focus on love as the impelling force behind religious perception

situates him within a wide tradition of Sufi saints; but his clarity and theological
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underpinning render his interpretation exceptionally readable and relevant.

Spiritual practices and purification of the soul

Syed Ali Hujveri greatly emphasizes the concept of tazkiyah al-nafs—the
cleansing of the soul—as the basic necessity for attaining closeness to Allah. In his
book Kashf ul Mahjoob, he explains that spiritual journey is more than just
acquiring knowledge or performing rituals; instead, it is the development of one's
personality through the elimination of vices like pride, greed, jealousy, and
arrogance, and the development of virtues like sincerity (ikhlas), humility
(tawadhu'), and patience (sabr).

The spiritual discipline involves withdrawal from the world (khalwah),
remembrance (dhikr), fasting daily, vigil at night, and selfless service to others—
each aimed at suppressing the domination of the ego (nafs). Hujveri points out that
the inner quest is the most difficult and most exalted of all pursuits.

""Opposition of the self forms the substance of jihad, and without
its correction, no act of worship is valid."
(""Fighting the ego is the true jihad, and no worship is acceptable
except with its correction.')
— Kashf ul Mahjoob

By highlighting this truth, he joins the Prophetic tradition that acknowledges
the struggle with the self (jihad al-nafs) as the "greater jihad." His teachings present
a holistic model of personal change that remains relevant centuries after they were

written.

A Study on the Distortion of Sufism
Hujveri served not only as a guide for serious seekers but equally as a

discriminating critic of those who used the label Sufism for material benefits, such

21



Maarif-e Auliya [ ISSN: (2311-6552)}
Research Journal
Vol-2 Issue-2 (July-December, 2024) Published:
October 5, 2024

as fame, wealth, or imaginary spiritual exaltation. He vigorously criticized the rise
of fakers who took on the guise of Sufis while abandoning the Shariah and preying
on the ignorant masses.

He mentions various collectives and individuals he encountered that claimed
to manifest spiritual ideals but neither with any real training nor commitment. He
warns against such practitioners as they are misleading the common folk about the
spiritual path and thereby subvert the ideals of Sufism. He speculates that the nature

of the true mystic is best defined as humility, servitude, and responsibility.

"KL oKL cmdl 25U L Sad A
""The person who used Sufism as a means to wealth ultimately

lost both worldly success and religious followers."
— Kashf ul Mahjoob

This unwavering commitment to integrity worked greatly towards the
upholding of the Sufi way's integrity, protecting it against possible decline. His
courageous stance brought him to the fore as reformer through the Sufi school of
thought, more than as teacher through it.

The Global Communication and Interreligious Morality

One salient feature of Syed Ali Hujveri's teachings is their inherent
inclusiveness and tolerance. Based on Islamic teachings and Sufi practices, his
teachings advocated love, compassion, and selflessness. He advocated living in
harmony with the followers of other religions and unequivocally condemned
religious exclusivism and sectarianism.

His spiritual ideology believed that all humans are manifestations of the
divine and hence are entitled to both reverence and compassion. The advent of

Hujveri to South Asia marked the beginning of a spiritual age when the Muslim
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form intertwined with indigenous cultures to promote peaceful interdependence

between the Hindus, Buddhists, and other religions.

"' Affection is the phenomenon that ties hearts together, while
hatred does not foster religion but kills it."
(""Love is what connects hearts; hatred does not elevate
religion—it destroys it.")
— Kash ul Mahjoob
The interfaith tolerance he exuded boosted his standing as a champion of
dialogue, creating the kind of space for religious discussion and mutual

understanding characteristic of the South Asia region to the present day.

The Relevance of Doctrines of Hujveri to Modern Society

In a time of materialism, universal spiritual discontent, and general societal
conflict, the teachings cultivated by Syed Ali Hujveri are an important reminder of
the introspective path to attaining peace, self-control, and oneness with the divine.
His push to reconcile the external and internal lives of Islam, fostering integrity of
character, and avoiding mere religiosity directly speaks to the issues at hand.

The concept of kashf (revelation), defined as a kind of intuition brought
about by sincere commitment and sincerity, is highly appealing to contemporary
men and women disillusioned with shallow practices or institutionalized religious
structures. In addition, his criticism of arrogance among spiritual leaders is a
warning against the spread of false spiritual leaders on the internet.

""A scholar who adds nothing is a seller of words rather than
a giver of truth.”
(*"The scholar who lacks practice is a merchant of words, not
of truth.™)
— Kashf ul Mahjoob
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Hujveri's inclusive model has the power to revitalise spiritual ethics as a
well-organised methodology that is able to unify personal transformation with

moral responsibility to society today.

Conclusion

In his book Kashf ul Mahjoob, Syed Ali Hujveri presents one of the
important Islamic models for spirituality based on the understanding of the Qur’an,
Hadith, rationality, and moral behavior. His teaching leads the seeker not merely to
personal devotion but to the way of life with social compassion, humility, and
recognition of the transcendent. Hujveri does not merely promote Sufism; he
teaches its principles through explaining esoteric thoughts and illustrating their
practicality to the believer’s quotidian life.

His work as a missionary and spiritual leader in South Asia has had a
profound impact on Islamic philosophy and cultural heritage. His emphasis on love,
sincerity (ikhlas), humility, and dynamic faith remains an unending inspiration for
all spiritual seekers in history. In a world where there is fragmentation and
ambiguity, Syed Ali Hujveri's spiritual journey remains a beacon that allows for
intimacy with the divine and personal transformation.

""He who has control of his self cannot be overthrown by any
force in the world."
A person who has realized self-mastery is not moved by any kind
of external pressure.
— Kashf ul Mahjoob
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